
June 29, 2010 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Consideration of Mineral Resources Lands  

of Statewide or Regional Significance 
Bakersfield Production-Consumption Region 

Kern County, California  
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB) proposes to 
hold a public hearing in order to consider adoption of regulations to designate, and 
terminate, designated areas of statewide or regional significance and specify the 
boundaries thereof, for mineral resources lands located in the Bakersfield Production-
Consumption Region, Kern County, in accordance with the Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA), pursuant to Public Resources Code Division 2, 
Chapter 9, Article 6, Section 2790. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB), based on recommendations from 
the State Geologist and public input, designates, or terminates the designation of, 
mineral deposits of regional or statewide significance within California.  
Designation is the formal recognition by the SMGB of lands containing mineral 
resources of regional or statewide economic significance that are needed to meet 
the demands of the future.  At its October 8, 2009, regular business meeting, the 
SMGB accepted CGS Special Report 210 titled “Update of Mineral Land 
Classification, Aggregate Materials in the Bakersfield P-C Region, Kern County, 
California” (Busch, 2009).  This report updated information on portland cement 
concrete (PCC) aggregate in the original classification study of the Bakersfield 
Production -Consumption Region published in 1988 by CGS as Special Report 147  
titled “Mineral Land Classification: Aggregate Materials in the Bakersfield 
Production-Consumption Region, Riverside County, California” (Cole, 1988).   

 
Special Report 147 identified 19,491 acres of land containing approximately 5.3 billion 
tons of PCC-grade aggregate resources.  The reevaluation and update in Special 
Report 210 identifies 20,193 acres of land containing an estimated 4.4 billion tons of 
PCC-grade aggregate resources; this includes an additional 2,456 acres of newly 
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identified land containing an estimated 442 million tons of PCC-grade resources in 
areas adjacent to the Bakersfield P-C Region (Sectors I, J and K).  The areas are 
identified as Candidate Sectors A through K (in 62 individual sectors and sub-sectors). 

 
The publication of Special Report 147, and its update, Special Report 210, 
accomplishes part-one of the two-part Classification-Designation process.  Part-two of 
the two-step process, designation, is the formal recognition by the SMGB of lands 
containing mineral resources of regional or statewide economic significance needed to 
meet the demands of the future.  In the years since the original publication of Special 
Report 147, the designation process has not yet been completed.   
 
The State Geologist has recommended several candidates, or areas, which meet or 
exceed the SMGB’s threshold economic value, thus, each area may be considered for 
designation as an area of regional or statewide significance by the SMGB.  These areas 
include candidate Sectors A through K (and their subsectors) as lands containing 
construction aggregate resources of regional or statewide significance.   
 
On November 12, 2009, the SMGB accepted the recommendations set forth by the 
State Geologist for designation of mineral resources lands of regional or statewide 
economic significance in the Bakersfield Production-Consumption Region, Kern County, 
based on the information in Special Report 210.   
 
The SMGB seeks recommendations of concerned federal, state, and local agencies, 
educational institutions, civic and public interest organizations, and private interest 
organizations, and private organizations and individuals, in the proposed actions. 
 
CANDIDATE AREAS FOR DESIGNATION:  The State Geologist has identified each 
sector, or group of sectors that meets or exceeds the SMGB’s threshold economic 
value.  Each Sector may be considered for designation as an area of regional or 
statewide significance by the SMGB pursuant to Article 6, Section 2790 et seq. 
(SMARA).  Candidates for designation (i.e., areas reclassified MRZ-2) are further 
discussed and described below. 
 

Candidate Sector A – Deposits of the James Road Resource Area, five miles 
north of Bakersfield and southwest of the intersection of James Road and State 
Highway 65, are in a small alluvial fan composed of reworked sediments derived 
from older alluvial fan deposits and the Kern River Formation. (Plate 1) 
 
Candidate Sector A (247 acres) is in Sections 28 and 29, T28S, R27E, MDBM, 
five miles north of Bakersfield, west of State Route 65 and southwest of the 
intersection of James Road and State Route 65. 
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Candidate Sector Group B – Deposits of the Kern River floodplain and alluvial 
fan, north of the State Route 58 (Rosedale Highway) and west of Highway 99.  
Sector B is divided into five subsectors identified as B-1 through B-5.  The 
combined area of the subsectors of Sector B is 231 acres. (Plate 1) 
 
Candidate Sector B-1 (108 acres) is in Sections 14 and 15, T29S, R27E, MDBM, 
northwest of Bakersfield, north of State Route 58 and west of Highway 99.  
 
Candidate Sector B-2 (70 acres) is in Section 15, T29S, R27E, MDBM, west of    
Highway 99 and north of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector B-3 (24 acres) is in Section 22, T29S, R27E, MDBM, west of 
Highway 99 and north of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector B-4 (14 acres) is in Section 22, T29S, R27E, MDBM, west of 
Highway 99 and north of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector B-5 (15 acres) is in Section 22, T29S, R27E, MDBM, west of 
Highway 99 and north of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector Group C – Deposits of the Kern River floodplain along the 
main course of the Kern River from Coffee Road east to Rio Bravo Ranch.  
Sector C is divided into 21 subsectors identified as C-1 through C-21.  The 
combined area of Group C subsectors is 1,418 acres. (Plate 1) 
 
Candidate Sector C-1 (20 acres) is in Section 33, T29S, R27E, MDBM, north of 
Kern River, west of Highway 99 and south of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector C-2 (149 acres) is in Sections 27, 33 and 34, T29S, R27E, 
MDBM, west of Highway 99 and south of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector C-3 (8 acres) is in Section 27, T29S, R27E, MDBM, west of 
Highway 99 and south of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector C-4 (51 acre) is in Sections 26 and 27, T29S, R27E, MDBM, 
west of Highway 99 and south of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector C-5 (36 acres) is in Sections 23, 24 and 26, T29S, R27E, 
MDBM, east of Highway 99 and west of State Route 204. 
 
Candidate Sector C-6 (18 acres) is in Section 24, T29S, R27E, MDBM, east of 
Highway 99 and west of State Route 204. 
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Candidate Sector C-7 (14 acres) is in Sections 13 and 24, T29S, R27E, MDBM, 
east of State Route 204 and west of Chester Ave. 
 
Candidate Sector C-8 (46 acres) is in Section 13, T29S, R27E, MDBM, and 
Section 18, T29S, R28E, MDBM, east of State Route 204 and west of Chester 
Ave. 
 
Candidate Sector C-9 (85 acres) is in Section 18, T29S, R28E, MDBM, east of 
Chester Avenue and west of Manor St. 
 
Candidate Sector C-10 (15 acres) is in Section 18, T29S, R28E MDBM, east of 
Chester Avenue and west of Manor St. 
 
Candidate Sector C-11 (124 acres) is in Sections 8, 17 and 18, T29S, R28E, 
MDBM, east of Manor St. 
 
Candidate Sector C-12 (104 acres) is in Sections 7 and 8, T29S, R28E, MDBM, 
north of Kern River and East of Manor St. 
 
Candidate Sector C-14 (163 acres) is in Sections 8, 9, 16 and 17, T29S, R28E, 
MDBM.  Kern River, east of Manor St. 
 
Candidate Sector C-15 (32 acres) is in Section 9, T29S, R28E, MDBM.  Kern 
River, east of Manor St. 
 
Candidate Sector C-16 (12 acres) is in Section 9, T29S, R28E, MDBM. Kern 
River, west of China Grade Bridge. 
 
Candidate Sector C-17 (101acres) is in Section 10, T29S, R28E, MDBM, south 
of Kern River and north of Alfred Harrell Highway. 
 
Candidate Sector C-18 (70 acres) is in Sections 2, 3 and 10, T29S, R28E, 
MDBM.  Kern River, south of Round Mountain Rd. 
 
Candidate Sector C-19 (80 acres) is in Section 36, T28S, R28E, MDBM, Section 
31, T28S, R29E, MDBM, and Section 6, T29S, R29E MDBM, northeast of Kern 
River and east of Hart Memorial Park. 
 
Candidate Sector C-20 (11 acres) is in Section 5, T29S, R29E, MDBM, south of 
Kern River and north of Alfred Harrell Highway. 
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Candidate Sector C-21 (253 acres) is in Sections 33 and 34, T28S, R29E, 
MDBM, and Sections 2, 3, 10 and 11, T29S, R29E, MDBM, north of Kern River 
and east of Kern River Golf Course. 
 
Candidate Sector Group D – Deposits of the floodplain and alluvial fan of 
Cottonwood Creek, ten miles east of Bakersfield, south of State Highway 178.  
Sector D is divided into four subsectors identified as D-1 through D-4.  The 
combined area of the subsectors is 356 acres. (Plate 1) 
 
Candidate Sector D-1 (105 acres) is in Sections 19 and 20, T29S, R30E, MDBM.  
Cottonwood Creek, south of Breckenridge Road. 
 
Candidate Sector D-2 (19 acres) is in Section 24, T29S, R29E, MDBM. 
Cottonwood Creek, south of Breckenridge Road. 
 
Candidate Sector D-3 (101 acres) is in Sections 12, 13 and 24, T29S, R29E, 
MDBM.  Cottonwood Creek, south of State Route 178. 
 
Candidate Sector D-4 (131 acres) is in Sections 1, 11 and 12,, T29S, R29E, 
MDBM.  Cottonwood Creek, south of State Route 178 and north of Breckenridge 
Road. 
 
Candidate Sector Group E – Deposits of the floodplain of Caliente Creek, 15 to 
20 miles east of Bakersfield, north of State Highway 58.  Sector E is divided into 
10 subsectors identified as E-1 through E-10.  The combined area of the 
subsectors is 2,685 acres. (Plate 1) 
 
Candidate Sector E-1 (572 acres) is in Sections 17, 18, 19 and 20, T30S, R30E, 
MDBM.  Caliente Creek, south of State Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sector E-2 (1,330 acres) is in Sections 9, 10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20 and 
21, T30S, R30E, MDBM (Rancho El Tejon).  Caliente Creek, north of State 
Route 58. 
 
Candidate Sectors E-3 (357 acres) is in Sections 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14, T30S, 
R30E, MDBM (Rancho El Tejon).  Caliente Creek, north of Bena Road. 
 
Candidate Sector E-4 (171 acres) is in Sections 13 and 24, T30S, R30E, MDBM, 
and Sections 18, 19 and 20, T30S, R31E, MDBM (Rancho El Tejon).  Caliente 
Creek, north of Bena Road. 
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Candidate Sector E-5 (18 acres) is in Sections 13, T30S, R30E, MDBM, and 
Section 18 T30S, R31E, MDBM (Rancho El Tejon).  Caliente Creek, north of 
Bena Road. 
 
Candidate Sector E-6 (8 acres) is in Section 19, T30S, R31E, MDBM (Rancho El 
Tejon).  Caliente Creek, south of Bena Road. 
 
Candidate Sector E-7 (11 acres) is in Section 27, T30S, R31E, MDBM.  Caliente 
Creek, west of Caliente. 
 
Candidate Sector E-8 (45 acres) is in Section 27, T30S, R31E, MDBM.  Caliente 
Creek, west of Caliente. 
 
Candidate Sector E-9 (24 acres) is in Section 26, T30S, R31E, MDBM.  Caliente 
Creek, south of Caliente. 
 
Candidate Sector E-10 (149 acres) is in Sections 24, 25 and 26, T30S, R31E, 
MDBM, and Section 19, T30S, R32E, MDBM.  Caliente Creek, east of Caliente. 
 
Candidate Sector Group F – Deposits of the alluvial fan of San Emigdio Creek, 
25 miles southwest of Bakersfield, north and south of State Highway 166.  Sector 
F is divided into eleven subsectors identified as F-1 through F-11.  The combined 
area of the subsectors is 11,271 acres. (Plate 2) 
 
Candidate Sector F-1 (289 acres) is in Sections 34, 35, and 36, T12N, R22W, 
MDBM, and Sections 1, 2 and 3, T11N, R22W, SBBM.  San Emigdio Creek, 
north of the California Aqueduct. 
 
Candidate Sector F-2 (44 acres) is in Section 36, T12N, R22W, SBBM, Section 
6, T11N, R21W, SBBM, and Section 1 T11N, R22W, SBBM.  San Emigdio 
Creek, north of the California Aqueduct. 
 
Candidate Sector F-3 (782 acres) is in Sections 1, 2 and 3, T11N, R22W, SBBM, 
and Sections 5 and 6, T11N, R21W, SBBM.  San Emigdio Creek, south of the 
California Aqueduct and north of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector F-4 (142 acres) is in Section 1 T11N, R22W, SBBM, and 
Sections 5 and 6, T11N, R21W, SBBM.  San Emigdio Creek, south of the 
California Aqueduct and north of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector F-5 (1,468 acres) is in Sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, and 12, T11N, 
R22W, SBBM, and Sections 5, 6, 7 and 8, T11N, R21W, SBBM.  San Emigdio 
Creek south of the California Aqueduct and north of State Route 166. 
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Candidate Sector F-6 (347 acres) is in Sections 10, 11 and 12, T11N, R22W, 
SBBM. San Emigdio Creek, south of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector F-7 (183 acres) is in Sections 7 and 8, T11N, R21W, SBBM.  
San Emigdio Creek, south of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector F-8 (2,254 acres) is in Sections 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, 
T11N, R22W, SBBM.  San Emigdio Creek, south of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector F-9 (1,566 acres) is in Sections 7, 8, 17 and 18, T11N, R21W, 
SBBM.  San Emigdio Creek, south of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector F-10  (3,356 acres) is in Sections 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35 
and  36, T11N, R22W, SBBM, Sections 30 and 31, T11N, R21W, and Sections 1 
and 2, T10N, R22W, SBBM.  San Emigdio Creek, south of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector F-11 (840 acres) is in Sections 19, 20, 29 and 30, T11N, 
R21W, SBBM.  San Emigdio Creek, south of State Route 166. 
 
Candidate Sector G – Deposits of Wheeler Ridge, 25 miles south of Bakersfield, 
west of Interstate Highway 5, and south of State Highway 166.  The deposits are 
in an uplifted ridge of Pleistocene sand and gravel of the Tulare Formation.  The 
area of Sector G is 882 acres. (Plate 2) 
 
Candidate Sector G (882 acres) is in Sections 25, 35, and 36, T11N, R20W, 
SBBM and Sections 30 and 31, T11N, R19W, SBBM, at Wheeler Ridge, west of 
Highways I-5     and 99. 
 
Candidate Sector Group H – Deposits of the alluvial fan of Pastoria Creek, 30 
miles southeast of Bakersfield, and north of Edmonston Pumping Plant Road.  
Sector H is divided into five subsectors identified as H-1 through H-5.  The 
combined area of the subsectors is 467 acres. (Plate 2) 
 
Candidate Sector H-1 (35 acres) is in Sections 18 and 19, T10N, R18W, SBBM, 
(projected – in Rancho El Tejon).  Pastoria Creek, south of the California 
Aqueduct and Edmonston Pumping Plant Road. 
 
Candidate Sector H-2 (48 acres) is in Section 19, T10N, R18W, SBBM, 
(projected – in Rancho El Tejon).  Pastoria Creek, south of the California 
Aqueduct and Edmonston Pumping Plant Road. 
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Candidate Sector H-3 (47 acres) is in Sections 18 and 19, T10N, R18W, SBBM, 
(projected – in Rancho El Tejon).  Pastoria Creek, south of the California 
Aqueduct and Edmonston Pumping Plant Road. 
 
Candidate Sector H-4 (108 acres) is in Sections 12 and 13, T10N, R19W, SBBM, 
and Section 18 T10N, R18W, SBBM, (projected – Rancho El Tejon).  Pastoria 
Creek, north of the California Aqueduct and Edmonston Pumping Plant Road. 
 
Candidate Sector H-5 (409 acres) is in Sections 12 and 13, T10N, R19W, SBBM, 
and Sections 7 and 18, T10N, R18W, SBBM (projected – in Rancho El Tejon).  
Pastoria Creek, north of the California Aqueduct and Edmonston Pumping Plant 
Road. 
 
Candidate Sector I – Deposits of the alluvial fan of El Paso Creek, 25 miles 
southeast of Bakersfield, east of Rancho Road and south of Sebastian Road.  
The area of Sector I is 2,151 acres. (Plate 2) 
 
Candidate Sector I (2,151 acres) is in Sections 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 28, 29 and 
30, T11N, R18W, SBBM.  El Paso Creek east of Rancho Drive and south of 
Sebastian Road. 
 
Candidate Sector Group J – Deposits of the floodplain of Cuddy Creek located 
40 miles south of Bakersfield, along Frazier Mountain Park Road, two miles west 
of Interstate Highway 5.  Sector J is divided into two subsectors identified as J-1 
and J-2.  The combined area of the subsectors is 180 acres. (Plate 2) 
 
Candidate Sector J-1 (35 acres) is in Sections 31 and 32, T9N, R19W, SBBM.  
Cuddy Creek, east of Frazier Park, south of Frazier Mountain Park Road. 
 
Candidate Sector J-2 (145 acres) is in Sections 32 and 33, T9N, R19W, SBBM.  
Cuddy Creek, east of Frazier Park, south of Frazier Mountain Park Road. 
 
Candidate Sector K – Basement outcrops and the alluvial fan and floodplain of 
Little Sycamore Creek (La Liebre Ranch area), 40 miles southeast of Bakersfield, 
east of Interstate Highway 5 and north of State Highway 138.  The area of Sector 
K is 125 acres. (Plate 2) 
 
Candidate Sector K (125 acres) is in Sections 29 and 32, T9N, R17W, SBBM, 
(projected – in Rancho La Liebre), Little Sycamore Canyon. 
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PUBLIC HEARING AND WRITTEN COMMENT 

 
The SMGB has scheduled a public hearing on this proposed action, to receive public 
comments, for July 29, 2010.  The public hearing will take place in the Board of 
Supervisors Chambers, Kern County Administrative Center, 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st 
Floor, Bakersfield, CA  93301, at 2:00 P.M.   
 
The hearing facility will be barrier free in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.  At the hearing, any person may present statements or arguments orally or in 
writing relevant to the proposed action.  The SMGB requests, but does not require, that 
persons who make oral comments at the hearing also submit a written copy of their 
testimony.  Comments can also be provided in writing up to ten days prior to the 
scheduled meeting. 
   
CONTACT PERSON 
 
Inquiries concerning the substance of the adopted regulation should be directed to:     
 

Mr. Stephen M. Testa, Executive Officer 
State Mining and Geology Board 
801 K Street, Suite 2015 
Sacramento, California  95814 
Phone: (916) 322-1082 
Fax: (916) 445-0738 
www.conservation.ca.gov/smgb 
 
 or 
 
Nicole Bristow, Executive Assistant 
State Mining and Geology Board 
801 K Street, Suite 2015 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
Phone:  (916) 322-1082 
Fax: (916) 445-0738 
www.conservation.ca.gov/smgb 

http://www.conservation.ca.gov/smgb
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/smgb

